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AMERICAN POEMS 




SELECTED AND EDITED WITH ILLUSTRATIVE AND 
EXPLANATORY NOTES AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY 

By WALTER C. BRONSON, LITT.D. 

Protestor of English Literature, Brown University 



N a volume of 680 pages the author has assembled a representa- 
tive collection of the best work of American poets covering the 
period 1625-1892. The selection in each case has been governed 
by scholarly discrimination, and is designed to show the indi- 
vidual, representative work of each poet. 

A vast amount of material — aggregating more than 18,000 lines, not to 
speak of the 100 pages of Notes — has been compressed into this single 
work. Of the more representative poets, the selections are as follows: 
Joel Barlow, 16 pages (3 selections); Freneau, 22 pages (n selections); 
Anne Bradstreet, 13 pages (6 selections) ; Trumbull, 19 pages (2 selections) ; 
Bryant, 31 pages (19 selections); Poe, 21 pages (14 selections); Longfellow, 
80 pages (18 selections); Emerson, 19 pages (15 selections) ; Whittier, 47 
pages (14 selections); Lowell, 49 pages (12 selections); Holmes, 12 pages 
(9 selections); Whitman, 32 pages (22 selections); Lanier, 8 pages (4 
selections) . 

To the work of the New England poets 280 pages are devoted. The 
poems of the Revolution occupy 12 pages, while those of the period of the 
Civil War comprise 20 pages. 

The work of Professor Bronson in the discriminating choice of material 
and in the ripe scholarship which he brings to bear in the Notes, and the 
assembling of so representative a collection covering so wide a period, com- 
bine to make of this book a scholarly survey of the whole field of American 
poetry, which will prove invaluable for purposes of study. It is offered in 
the confident belief that it will receive a wide welcome and that it will meet 
the needs of a very large body of teachers and students. 
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